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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) A computer- implemented method for controlling access to user interface 
elemen t field s in a point-of-sale system having a plurality of different user interface element field s, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

operating the point-of-sale system in a security setup mode of operation by: 

accessing the plurality of user interface element field s, wherein some of the user 

interface element field s include a set of modifiable access properties that 

indicate a level of access needed to access that user interface element field ; 
establishing an access profile for each user of the point-of-sale system, the access 

profile indicates the level of access of user interface element field s that 

each user is allowed to access; and 
controlling a value in each user interface element field displayed on the point-of-sale 
system during a normal mode of operation by comparing the level of access 
indicated in the access profile of a user of the point-of-sale system with the level 
of access of each user interface element field, that is to be displayed wherein only 
those values in the user interface fields that have access property levels equal to or 
less than the level of access indicated in the access profile of the user are 
displayed . 

2. (currently amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the access profile 
for each user of the point-of-sale system is indexed with the corresponding access properties for 
each said user interface element field to be displayed on the point of sale system. 



3. (canceled). 
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4. (currently amended) The computer implemented method of claim 3-1 further comprising 
hiding the value in each user interface elements field displayed on the point-of-sale system whose 
levels of access properties are greater than the levels of access indicated in the access profile of 
the user. 

5. (currently amended) A point-of-sale system that controls access to user interface 
element field s, the point-of-sale system comprising: 

an access control module configured to manage access of a plurality of user interface 
element field s for each user of the point of sale system, the access control module 
comprising: 

an access management module configured to allow an authorized administrator to 
set up access levels for user interface element field s of the point-of-sale 
system; 

an access control table configured to store access profiles for each user of the 
point-of-sale system as set up by the authorized administrator, each access 
profile indicates the level of access of user interface element field s that 
each user is allowed to access; and 

a display management module configured to instruct the point-of-sale system 
which if values in user interface elements fields should be rendered by 
comparing the access levels of each user interface element field to the 
access profile of a use r, wherein the display management module displays 
values in user interface fields that have access levels equal to or less than 
the access levels of the access profile of the user . 

6. (currently amended) The point-of-sale system of claim 5, further comprising a graphical user 
interface that contains one or more user interface element field s. 



-4- 



7. (canceled). 

8. (currently amended) The point-of-sale system of claim 5, wherein access levels of the user 
interface element field s and the access profile of each user can be interactively changed by the 
authorized administrator. 

9. (currently amended) The point-of-sale system of claim 5, wherein each access profile stored in 
the access control table is indexed according to access levels of the user interface element field s. 

10. (canceled). 

11. (currently amended) in the point-of-sale system of claim 405, wherein the display 
management module hides values in user interface element field s in the point-of-sale system 
where access levels of user interface element field s are greater than the access levels indicated in 
the access profile of the user. 

12. (currently amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein accessing the 
plurality of user interface element field s during operation of the point-of-sale system in a security 
setup mode comprises accessing user interface elemen t field s that are highlighted, wherein 
highlighted user interface element field s are those user interface elemen t field s that include access 
properties that can be assigned a level of access. 
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13. (currently amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the access 
properties of a select user interface element field comprise: 

a form name that identifies the name of the display window where the select user 

interface element field is located; 
a control name that identifies the name of the select user interface element field ; 
a form class that identifies the type of form; and 

an access level that identifies the level of access of the select user interface element field . 

14. (currently amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 13, wherein the access level 
properties that identifies identify the level of access of the select user interface element field further 
includes a disable read button and a disable change button, wherein if the disable read button is 
selected then a value in the select user interface elemen t field will be hidden from the user and if the 
disable change button is selected then a value in the select user interface element field will be 
viewable to the user but can not be modified. 

15. (new) The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein controlling the value in each 
user interface field comprises preventing the rendering of a value in a select user interface field if 
the level of access in the access profile of the user indicates that the user is precluded from 
accessing the select user interface field. 

16. (new) The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein controlling the value in each 
user interface field comprises rendering a value in a select user interface field if the level of 
access in the access profile of the user indicates that the user has such privileges. 

17. (new) The computer-implemented method of claim 16, wherein controlling the value of each 
user interface field comprises allowing the user to modify a value in a select user interface field if 
the level of access in the access profile of the user indicate the user has such privileges. 
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18. (new) The point-of-sale system of claim 5, wherein the display management module is 
configured prevent rendering a value in a select user interface field if the level of access in the 
access profile of the user indicates that the user is precluded from accessing the select user 
interface field. 

19. (new) The point-of-sale system of claim 5, wherein the display management module is 
configured to render a value in a select user interface field if the level of access in the access 
profile of the user indicates that the user has such privileges. 

20. (new) The point-of-sale system of claim 19, wherein the display management module is 
configured to allow the user to modify a value in a select user interface field if the level of access 
in the access profile of the user indicates the user has such privileges. 



